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+21%



28, 25, 
54 & 58 & 58A 





“While we welcome the confirmation of 
continued funding from the government, it is less 
than grants which we’ve previously received …

… and therefore we will have some tough 
decisions to make about use of the money.

It’s really important that people continue to 
use bus services so we can make the money go 
further.”

SOMERSET COUNCIL SPOKESPERSON



Reliability







Last year was a good year for First Group 
plc. In the year to March 2023 the 
company made £97.1m profit before tax, 
reported a tax charge of just £10m (an 
effective tax rate of 10%) and paid 
dividends to shareholders of 3.8p a share.

Wednesday
October 11 2023





28 TAUNTON TO MINEHEAD
MON-SUN SERVICE + EVENINGS





28 TAUNTON TO MINEHEAD
MON-SUN SERVICE + EVENINGS

Approx 1000 
additional return trips 

a week/
143 additional return 
trips per day across 

the whole route
(7 day a week 

service)



25 TAUNTON TO DULVERTON
MON-SAT. DAYTIME 

Approx 600 
additional return trips 

a week/
100 additional return 

trips per day across the 
whole route – (Monday 

to Saturday)



58/58A YEOVIL TO WINCANTON
MON-SAT. DAYTIME+ EARLY EVENING Approx 700 

additional return 
trips a week/

117 additional 
return trips per day 

across the whole 
route – (Monday to 

Saturday)





54 YEOVIL TO TAUNTON
MON-SAT DAYTIME 

Approx
600 additional return 

trips a week/
100 additional return 
trips per day across 

the whole route 
(Monday to Saturday 

service)





“We cannot emphasise enough that 
any increase in journey numbers 
puts us in a stronger position when 
we get to next spring and have 
conversations with the operator.

Our focus has to be on making the 
greatest gains possible across 
each route.”



FoUR POSTER DESIGNS FOR EACH ROUTE. 
Somerset will be sending a supply of printed posters. 
We’ll also be providing social media designs but do 

share the attached on your channels – these are fine 
to use on Facebook - or print them off if you can.











CATCH THE BUS MONTH 
SEPTEMBER 2023
BUS STALLS

28:
TAUNTON
NORTON FITZWARREN 
WATCHET
MINEHEAD

25:
TAUNTON
WIVELISCOMBE

58 & 58A:
YEOVIL

54:
YEOVIL
LANGPORT
SOMERTON









  BUSES nEEd ‘YOU and YOUr 

   £2.00 SINGLE FARE 
 

 

      SO- 
 

 
 
 

 
SOmErSEt COUnCil haS rElEaSEd a StatEmEnt  

It has announced that Buses of Somerset, service  
Number 58 is UNDER THREAT! 

And that after March 2024 they are no longer able to fund these 
services. 

If passenger numbers do not increase these services  
WILL BE WITHDRAWN COMPLETELY! 

However, as a community we do have the power to help 
save services, so please consider 

“think travEl, think SavE, think BUS it!” 





POSTERS:
IN SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, 
DOCTOR’S WAITING ROOMS, 
SUPERMARKETS, LOCAL SHOPS, 
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES, 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS, 
TRAIN STATIONS, 
OFFICES OF LOCAL COMPANIES



PRINTED INFORMATION 
IS STILL ‘KING’



Ø NOT DELIVERED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 20TH.
… And in Reduced quantities 



PRINTED LOCAL TIMETABLES







DELIVERED TO 
EVERY 
HOUSEHOLD 
IN THE 
VILLAGE

… BY
PARISH
COUNCILLORS



ALSO PLACE TIMETABLES IN LOCAL SHOPS, 
LOCAL PUBS, B&B, HOTELS, CARAVAN 
PARKS 
AS WELL AS AT SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, 
AND IN DOCTOR’S WAITING ROOMS, 
SUPERMARKETS, LOCAL SHOPS, TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRES, TOURIST 
ATTRACTIONS, TRAIN STATIONS
PLUS GIVE THEM TO LOCAL BUSINESSES.



BUS TIMETABLES 
ON TOWN & PARISH WEBSITES

All local events should include how 

to get there by bus.



CHECK TIMETABLE CASES 
AT BUS STOPS/BUS SHELTERS 







RAISE THE PROFILE OF YOUR BUS ROUTE 
THROUGH NEWS ARTICLES ABOUT BUSES 
LOCAL MEDIA
 (maybe featuring local “celebs”, 
and/or town & parish councilors):

• LOCAL NEWSPAPERS
• Parish MAGAZINES
• PARISH AND TOWN WEBSITES
• COUNCILLOR’S E-NEWSLETTERS
• LOCAL RADIO

BUS STALL …. WITH SOMERSET BUS PARTNERSHIP???



• SOCIAL MEDIA







Begin a dialogue with First Group



DAVID MARTIN
Chair

FirstGroup plc 
395 King Street
Aberdeen
AB24 5RP














