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Somerset County Council

£44,500,000 funding gap

Your council has a £44,500,000 funding gap for vital local services.
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Help to save our services. Write to your MP.
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SOMERSET PASSENGER RECOVERY

Overall passenger volumes FY YTD +16%.

launton®* (+18%) and Yeovil (+11%)
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We’'ll be appealing directly to the
communities on these routes to
safeguard their services by using
them. The extension of the £2 fare is
gieat iiews 10i today s ous
passengers and anyone thinking
about getting on board.

All these routes link key towns and
many village communities in between

but simply not enough people are
using them.

In the current financial climate, the
council will not be able to subsidise
these routes indefinitely and that
inevitably means people need to use

. Somerset Council’s Lead Member for Transport
their buses or lose them.

and Digital, Councillor Mike Rigby said:



Somerset
Council

“While we welcome the confirmation of
continued funding from the government, it is less
than grants which we’ve previously received ...

... and therefore we will have some tough
decisions to make about use of the money.

It’s really important that people continue to

use bus services so we can make the money go
further.”

SOMERSET COUNCIL SPOKESPERSON



First Bus South Director James Eustace, said:

LL We're working closely with Somerset

Council to ensure we provide services
that local people can rely on. We have
been open about the challenges
we’ve faced in Somerset, but we're
working hard to address reliability and
punctuality through our new network
timetable, as well as recruiting more
drivers. We want to encourage peor's R L"A"L"TTV
to use the bus as a cost effectirz,
greener method of transiort. We'll be
playing our part b>«"Continuing to
improve reliability, helping our
passengers get to where they need to
be.
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LOST MILEAGE PERFORMANCE
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Last year was a good year for First Group
plc. In the year to March 2023 the
company made £97.1m profit before tax,
reported a tax charge of just £10m (an
effective tax rate of 10%) and paid
dividends to shareholders of 3.8p a share.

FirstGroup hikes profit
outlook after strong
summer of travel

It reported an increase in the number of

passengers travelling with First Bus, which is Wednesday
one of the UK’s biggest bus operators. October 11 2023







28 TAUNTON TO MINEKEAD
MON-SUN SERVICE + EVENINGS




SOMERSET PASSENGER RECOVERY

Actual passenger trips FY23 and % YoY

Summar

80% and 58A at 63%.

l Overa§gpassenger volumes FY YTD +21%.
Y 20% ' 21A, 28, 1 and 77 greatest volume growth.
21A highest percentage increase at +165%, 1 at

r

*21A allocated to Taunton.




28 TAUNTON TO MINEKEAD
MON-SUN SERVICE + EVENINGS

Approx 1000
additional return trips
a week/

143 additional return
trips per day across
the whole route
(7 day a week
service)



25 TAUNTON TO DULVERTON
MON-SAT. DAY TIME

Approx 600
additional return trips
a week/

100 additional return
trips per day across the
whole route — (Monday
to Saturday)




58/58A YEoVIL T© WINCANTON
Approx 700 MON-SAT. DAYTIME+ EARLY EVENING
4 additional return




% share of £2 trips by route




Approx

600 additional return 54y T
trips a week/ EOVIL TO TAUNTON
MON-=SAT ID[A\YTIIIMIIE

100 additional return
trips per day across
the whole route
(Monday to Saturday
a serwce) -




% share of £2 trips by route
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FOUR POSTER DESIGNS FOR EACH ROUTE.
Somerset will be sending a supply of printed posters.
We'll also be providing social media designs but do
share the attached on your channels — these are fine

to use on Facebook - or print them off if
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Less than a latte =

Bus it!

www.somerset.gov.uk/bus-it-you-know-it-makes-sense
Part of Somerset's Bus Service Improvement Plan

Somerset Bus 2. Funded by N Somerset
Pa”“EfSh'P._I } > UK Government W Council
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™) between Taunton and Dulverton on the 25

Taunton > Norton Fitzwarren > Milverton > Wiveliscombe > Dulverton

E To view an up to date route timetable, scan the QR code or visit:

5] www.somerset.gov.uk/busit25

Somerset Bus  Funded by N Somerset
Pa"l"‘"S"'l’. 2> UK Government ¥ Council

Part of Somerset's Bus Service Improvement Plan
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Bl oy Y-
w between Taunton and Dulverton on the 25

Taunton > Norton Fitzwarren > Milverton > Wiveliscombe > Dulverton

To view an up to date route timetable, scan the QR code or visit:

] www.somerset.gov.uk/busit25

Somerset Bus &2 Funded by N Somerset
Larnerstipes é;%i UK Government ¥ Council

Part of Somerset's Bus Service Improvement Plan




Somerset
Council

rrrrr

l‘«l\

Less
than‘
latte

e
Bus it!
[CIR E_I! To view an up to date route timetable, scan the QR code or visit:
& www.somerset.gov.uk/busit58
Somerset Bus & Funded by Somerset
Pﬁ“"mh'P.J é% 3 UK Government Council

Part of Somerset's Bus Service Improvement Plan
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CATCH THE BUS MONTH
SEPTEMBER 2023
BUS STALLS

28:

TAUNTON

NORTON FITZWARREN
WATCHET

MINEHEAD

25:
TAUNTON
WIVELISCOMBE

58 & 58A:
YEOVIL

54.

YEOVIL
LANGPORT
SOMERTON
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HELP TO SAVE
OUR BUSES

Cuts are planned to our buses unless
they are used more this year

Take a trip on the 25

Dulverton - Bampton - Waterrow -
Wiveliscombe - Milverton -
Hillcommon/Oake - Taunton

www.wiveliscombe.com/members/wivey-buses

'%hen £2.50 until No nt ;



BUSES NEED 'YOU AND YOUR €

£2.00 SINGLE FARE

Get on

SO-Board

SOMERSET COUNCIL HAS RELEASED A STATEMENT
It has announced that Buses of Somerset, service
Number 58 is UNDER THREAT!

And that after March 2024 they are no longer able to fund these
services.

If passenger numbers do not increase these services
WILL BE WITHDRAWN COMPLETELY!

However, as a community we do have the power to help
save services, so please consider

“THINK TRAVEL, THINK SAVE, THINK BUS IT!”
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POSTERS:

IN SCHOOLS, COLLEGES,
DocToR’S WAITING ROOMS,
SUPERMARKETS, LOCAL SHOPS,
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES,
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS,

TRAIN STATIONS,

OFFICES OF LOoCAL COMPANIES




PRINTED INFORMATION
IS STILL ‘KING’




> NOT DELIVERED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 20™.
--- AND IN REDUCED QUANTITIES




PRINTED LOCAL TIMETABLES






[ Buses FROMm RODE ]
AUTUMN/WINTER 2023/4

Rode departure times are from Rode Memorial Hall.
TO FROME

Faresaver: X34 in black\
R First: D2 in red.
Monday to Friday

04:50 05:55 07:21 08:33 10:06 10:07 11:07 11:17
12:07 12:42 13:07 13:53 14:07 15:21 15:29 16:30
16:39 17:27 18:04 19:22 20:40 21:39 23:49
Saturday only

06:04 07:21 07:44 08:31 09:12 09:51 10:12 11:07

11:12 12:12 12:22 13:12 13:43 14:12 14:59 15:12
16:19 16:47 17:33 17:47 18:53 20:07 21:22 22:30
23:40

Sunday only

PLEASE KEEP
THIS TIMETABLE
VERY HANDY

ﬁzom FROME
Monday to Friday

07:42 08:53 10:05 11:17 12:32 13:46 14:58 16:19
17:34 18:56 20:01

First: D2 in red.

TO BATH
Monday to Friday
06:01 07:05 07:35 08:43 09:56 11:27 12:42 14:03
15:21 16:44 17:58 19:17 20:33 22:46

Saturday only

07:18 08:38 09:52 11:11 12:28 13:44 15:04 16:18
17:40 18:54 20:09 21:23 22:30 23:38 00:48
Sunday only

08:57 10:07 11:21 12:35 13:48 15:04 16:18 17:43
18:47 20:04 21:10

| Buses To RODE J
AUTUMN/WINTER 2023/4

Frome departure times are from Frome’s Market Place.
Bath departure times are from the Bus Station.

Faresaver: X34 in black,
First: D2 red.

05:37 06:41 06:50 07:10 08:18 09:32 10:00 11:00
11:03 12:00 12:18 13:00 13:41 14:00 14:50 14:57
16:22 16:30 17:30 17:36 18:55 20:14 22:27
Saturday only

06:53 07:10 08:10 08:12 09:28 09:45 10:45 10:46
11:45 12:03 12:45 13:15 13:45 14:39 14:45 15:45
15:54 17:10 17:17 18:31 19:46 21:01 22:10 23:18
00:28

Sunday only

08:32 09:44 10:58 12:12 13:26 14:41 15:56 17:21
18:26 19:44 20:49

/ FROM BATH First: D2 in red. N\
M

onday to Friday
04:22 05:27 06:49 09:35 10:45 12:10 13:20 14:45
16:00 17:30 18:50 20:10 21:10 23:20
Saturday only
05:36 06:53 08:00 09:20 10:35 11:50 13:10 14:25
15:45 17:00 18:20 19:35 20:50 22:00 23:10
Sunday only

07:14 08:26 09:35 10:45 12:00 13:15 14:25 15:45
17:00 18:25 19:30




DELIVERED TO
EVERY
HOUSEHOLD
IN THE
VILLAGE

... BY
PARISH
COUNCILLORS




ALSO PLACE TIMETABLES IN LOCAL SHOPS,
LocAL PuBs, B&B, HOTELS, CARAVAN
S

AS WELL As AT SCHooLS, COLLEGES,
AND IN DOCTOR’S WAITING ROOMS,
SUPERMARKETS, LOCAL SHOPS, TOURIST
INFORMATION CENTRES, TOURIST
ATTRACTIONS, TRAIN STATIONS

PLUS GIVE THEM TO LOCAL BUSINESSES.




BUS TIMETABLES
ON TOWN & PARISH WEBSITES




CHECK TIMETABLE CASES
AT BUS STOPS/BUS SHELTERS




SA
Hillcommor
Cotford StLuke
Norton Fitzwarren
Bindon Road Frob
Taunton

Taunton(

Somerset College

" towards Dulverton
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Taunton C

Taunton ra

Bindon Road Frobisher Rox
Norton Fitzwarren Cao-0p
Cotford StLukerpun
Hillcommon ct
Milverton Nort
Wiveliscombe Sq

Langley Comer
Waterrow Rock Inn
Shillingford opp Barley
Bampton War Memorial
Brushford bus shelter
Dulverton High Street
Dulverton BassiClose
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RAISE THE PROFILE OF YOUR BUS ROUTE
THROUGH NEWS ARTICLES ABOUT BUSES
LOCAL MEDIA

(maybe featuring local “celebs”,

and/or town & parish councilors):

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS
PARISH MAGAZINES
PARISH AND TOWN WEBSITES
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* SOCIAL MEDIA







aetiaroundfor;

€) Facebook reach @

36,904 " 93.1%
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BEGIN A DIALOGUE WITH FIRST GROUP



DAVID MARTIN
Chair

FirstGroup plc
395 King Street
Aberdeen
AB24 5RP
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Service 198
Passenger Notice

Due to limite bacity on service
198, there may be occasions where
the bus arrives at this stop full and
passengers are unable to board

We apologise for any inconvenience
caused if this should happen, but
due to limited resources we are
unable to provide extra capacity on
this service.

Return ticket holders will receive
priority where necessary.
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