
Connect Somerset is a partnership between 
Somerset Council, Somerset NHS, Voluntary, 
Community, Faith and Social Enterprises, and 

Schools, Colleges and Early Years settings
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Key messages
Help more residents and help them earlier

Support schools to be at centre of their 
community and draw on community 
resources

Enable residents and their families to be 
resilient and connected to their community

Integrate services and support, closer to 
home

Improve residents’ lives, reduce inequality 
and reduce demand for expensive acute 
services
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Named professionals 
linked to each school

Connect to local community 
resources and Champions

Wrap help around families 
as early as possible

Relational practice 
between professionals – 
don’t wait for a meeting 
to call

Transform data 
sharing and contacts

Team around the school







What we know:
• PFSA service is an invaluable resource we want to 

protect

• Important for reducing the number of exclusions

• Want to work more closely with PFSA’s as they are 
an integral part of the system

• Funding is coming to an end from historic 
contribution (Dedicated School Grant)

• Keen to sustain the service

What we currently don’t know:
• How PFSA’s will be funded in the future

o Options are actively being explored. One could 
be top slicing DSG, other option is looking at 
alternative funding in the system. Although 
finances are super stretched.

o Schools Forum meeting at the end of the month
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Advisors 



• Easy to digest offer of help that’s 
available to all families

• Building resilience for families
• Includes support with cost-of-living 

crisis alongside Council and partners’ 
advice and guidance

• All professionals have conversations 
with families about what’s available to 
help, similar to Making Every Contact 
Count

Universal early help offer
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